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news release
BILL APPROVED TO SUPPORT LOCAL FOOD PROJECTS
For immediate release, Tuesday, July 11, 1995
WASHINGTON -- Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, announced today
that a bill containing a provision to support local food projects
was approved by a House Agriculture Subcommittee. The
Subcommittee acted favorably on the community Food Security Act
of 1995, introduced earlier by Rep. de la Garza, and included it
in H.R. 1997, the Nutrition Title of the 1995 Farm Bill. H.R.
1997 now goes to the full Committee on Agriculture for approval.
The provision gives the Secretary of Agriculture the authority to
award one time grants to organizations developing innovative
community-based projects to address both food access and economic
development issues in local communities.
"At a time when federal nutrition resources are being stretched
to the breaking point, local long term solutions to hunger
concerns must be encouraged," said Rep. de la Garza.
"Projects
that address hunger needs while also providing job training and
economic development at the local level deserve our enthusiastic
support."
Rep. de la Garza explained that although traditional programs
such as food stamps, WIC, meals for the elderly, and food
pantries and soup kitchens have gone a long way to reduce hunger,
there is still a need to provide innovative ways to address the
availability of low-cost, nutritious food in low-income
communities.
One example of such a program is a food bank that sponsors a farm
in which hundreds of households purchase shares entitling them to
fresh farm products.
The farm also supplies fresh produce to
hundreds of pantries and meals programs that feed hungry
families.
The Act authorizes grants to organizations to establish these
projects, and requires that the organizations provide a 50
percent match.
"I am pleased that these worthy projects will be encouraged with
the help of the grants this bill will provide," said Rep. de la
Garza.
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